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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (commonly known as 
“Palm Sunday”), the gateway to Holy Week, is first of all the 
great memorial of our Lord’s solemn entrance into Jerusalem 
when he was about to suffer and to die.  He did not fall a 
victim to man’s hatred; rather, he went voluntarily to his death, 
with royal freedom.  His death had been divinely decreed as 
the purchase for man’s redemption.  This festive entrance was 
his wedding march, as he proceeded to seal with blood his 
Bridegroom’s love for us all. 
 
Secondly, Palm Sunday is a feast in honor of Christ the King.  
It marks the first time during his earthly life that he allowed 
royal homage to be paid to him.  In royal fashion he entered 
the “city of the great King.”  His kingship was the main reason 
why he was convicted and sentenced to die.  He was, therefore, 
a martyr to his royal title.  Throughout the world this day, the 
Church accords Jesus kingly homage.  Into our hands the 
Church puts palms and olive branches, symbols of our loyalty 
to him and of our willingness to do him homage.  Palm Sunday 
gives us an opportunity to profess our faith publicly in the 
King of kings. 
 
Thirdly, Palm Sunday brings us face to face with suffering, for 
it introduces us to Christ’s sacred passion, preparing us for his 
death on Calvary.  We are to share our Master’s burden, a task 
that becomes possible only if we ourselves are willing to 
become soldiers and martyrs. 
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The liturgy today, therefore, is quite dramatic.  Christ is in our 
midst, and by our actions we proclaim ourselves his disciples.  
We accompany him from Mount Olivet (the blessing of palms) 
along the road from Olivet to the city gate of Jerusalem (the 
procession with palms), and finally into the Holy City itself (the 
Passion Narrative and the Sacrifice of the Mass). 
 
In the actions and objects proper to today’s liturgy, the Church 
displays a rich symbolism, one deserving special attention.  The 
solemn entrance procession, for instance, is more than a mere 
memory, for in it we are actually accompanying Christ here and 
now. How is that true?  Because Christ is present in three 
ways: first, in mere symbol, on the Cross which heads the 
procession; second, in his representative, the priest; third, in all 
of us as a community of baptized who are gathered in his 
name.  We are the Church of this place here and now, and 
Christ, according to his promise, is in the midst of us. 
This solemn procession with palms also looks to the future.  
Christ, in his redemptive work, passed from this world into 
heaven, which is called the New Jerusalem.  If our Church 
stands for the earthly Jerusalem of old, it stands also for the 
New Jerusalem of heaven.  When Christ comes again at the 
end of the world, he will lead our risen bodies, then joined to 
their souls, into heaven.   
 
Moreover, as we enter now with Christ’s representative, the 
priest, we should think of the day when we hope to enter 
heaven itself with Christ our King.  Our procession is a kind of 
“dress rehearsal,” if you will, in a symbolic way, of our final 
Passover on the Last Day. 
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The liturgy of Palm Sunday is so arranged as to bring together 
into sacred drama the rich historic and spiritual dimensions of 
our Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem and his passion and death.  
Essentially, three parts compose the liturgy: 
 
- Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem 
Dressed in red vestments, symbolizing the blood of Christ to 
be shed for us on a cross, the priest greets the people and 
blesses the palms, whose green color suggests the victory of 
life.  The Gospel account of Jesus’  historic entrance into the 
Holy City is proclaimed, and then the  
 
procession forms with the ministers, followed by groups  
of lay men and women who, like the children of that day (pueri 
Hebræorum), wave their branches in praise of their Messiah and 
King. Such movement of the faithful suggests the experience 
of our Lord. We, too, have been called to move forward, even 
towards the Paschal mystery of death and resurrection. 

 
- Liturgy of the Word 
Omitting the penitential rites, the celebrant invites all to pray.  
Then all are seated to hear the words of the Prophet Isaiah (50, 
4-7) and the haunting sound of the sung Psalm 21, “My God, my 
God, why have you abandoned me?”  The second reading from Saint 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (2, 6-11) emphasizes the victory of 
Christ’s death, culminating in the words, “Jesus Christ is Lord!” 
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There follows the reading of the Passion.  With the rotation of 
this reading every year, one hears the same, yet slightly 
different, accounts of our Lord’s Passion and death: 
 

Matthew 26: 14-27 (Cycle A) 
Mark 14: 1-15 (Cycle B) 
Luke 22: 14-23 (Cycle C) 

 
- Liturgy of the Eucharist 
The Mass continues, as usual, with focus on our Lord’s 
suffering and death which have destroyed sin and given us the 
hope of everlasting life.  Through this perfect act of sacrifice, 
we have obtained God’s love and mercy.  The Lord’s death 
gives us hope and strengthens our faith and, because of our 
faith in him who has conquered death with his own death, the 
promise of the resurrection is given to us. 
 
 Composed by 
 REV. MSGR. JAMES D. WATKINS 
 Pastor, Church of St. Ann 
 Archdiocese of Washington 

 
 

The decorations are given for the glory of God and in loving memory of  
THOMAS  N.  BATTISTA 

 
 

Out of courtesy and respect, kindly turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
                 
 

In your generosity, please make a sacrificial offering at the time of the Collection, 
or go on-line to WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET and download the free app 

and use our church code: DC811. 
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PALM   SUNDAY 

Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance Into Jerusalem 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

INTRODUCTORY  RITES 
 
GREETING 
 
BLESSING  OF  THE  BRANCHES  Missalette, pg. 46 

 
GOSPEL Mark 11:1-10 
   

The Lord be with you. R/.  And with your spirit.  
  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark R/.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany at the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately on entering it, you will find a colt tethered on which no 
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone should say to you, ‘Why are you 
doing this?’ reply, ‘The Master has need of it and will send it back here at once.’” So they 
went off and found a colt tethered at a gate outside on the street, and they untied it. Some 
of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They answered 
them just as Jesus had told them to, and they permitted them to do it. So they brought the 
colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over it. And he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. Those 
preceding him as well as those following kept crying out: 
 
 “Hosanna!  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come! 
 Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. R/.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  
All Glory Laud and Honor 

 
   Words: Theodulph of Orleans (c.760-821); tr. John Mason Neal (1818-1866)  
   Music: Valet will ich dir gehen, melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), alt. 
   Harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 76.76. with Refrain 
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LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD 
 

 
 

FIRST  READING   Isaiah 50: 4-7 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 
The Lord God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the 
weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may 
hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and 
spitting. The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like 
flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 
 
The Word of the Lord. R/.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL  PSALM Psalm 22: 8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
  Peter Fay 
  (b. 1944) 

 
 
  All who see me scoff at me; They divide my garments among them 
 they mock me with parted lips, and for my vesture they cast lots. 
  they wag their heads: But you, O LORD, be not far from me; 
“He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him, O my help, hasten to aid me.  R/. 
let him rescue him, if he loves him.”  R/. 
  
  I will proclaim your name to my brethren; 
 Indeed, many dogs surround me, in the midst of the assembly I will praise you: 
 a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; “You who fear the LORD, praise him, 
they have pierced my hands and my feet; all you descendants of Jacob,  
 I can count all my bones.  R/. give glory to him. 
  Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!”  R/. 
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SECOND  READING  Philippians 2: 6-11 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 
  
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming 
in human likeness; and found human in appearance; he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this God greatly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  
The Word of the Lord. R/.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ACCLAMATION  BEFORE  THE  GOSPEL  

 

  
 

Christ became obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 

Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.  R/.                                                                                                    

 
 

PASSION  NARRATIVE Mark 14:1-15:47      
 Missalette, pg. 51 

 
The assembly is invited to take part in the Passion Narrative 

by speaking the texts marked “Chorus” in the Missalette located in your pew. 
The elderly and infirm are welcome to be seated as a convenience. 

 
 
HOMILY 
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PROFESSION  OF  FAITH 
  

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 

 
All bow       and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

     and became man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 
UNIVERSAL  PRAYER R/.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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LITURGY  OF  THE  EUCHARIST 
 

Music during the Preparation of the Gifts and Altar 
O Sacred Head Surrounded  

 
Words: Paul Gerhardt  (1607-1676) PASSION CHORALE 

Music: Herzlich tut mich verlagen, Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) 
Adpt. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750 

 
 

Music during the preparation of the Gifts and Altar (Choir at the 11:00am Choir Mass) 
 
Hosanna to the Son of David Orlando Gibbons 
 (1540-1595) 

Hosanna, to the Son of David. 
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

That sittest in the highest heavens. 
Hosanna in excelsis Deo. 
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PREFACE  ACCLAMATION 
Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
 

Mass of the Angels and saints ©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638 
Copyright Permission Granted and reprinted under Onelicense.net  A714959 
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MEMORIAL  ACCLAMATION 
Mass of the Angles and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638 

Copyright Permission Granted and reprinted under Onelicense.net  A714959 

 
GREAT   AMEN 
Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
 

Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638 
Copyright Permission Granted and reprinted under Onelicense.net  A714959 

 
 
LORD’S  PRAYER 
 
 
SIGN  OF  PEACE 
 
 
LITANY  AT  THE  BREAKING  OF  THE  BREAD 
Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
 

Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638 
Copyright Permission Granted and reprinted under Onelicense.net  A714959 
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Guidelines for the Reception of Holy Communion 
 
FOR CATHOLICS 
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the eucharist when we receive holy communion.  We are 
encouraged to receive communion devoutly and frequently. In order to be properly disposed to receive 
communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A 
person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental 
confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is to be 
mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as 
possible (CODE OF CANON LAW, CANON 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged 
for all. 

FOR FELLOW CHRISTIANS 
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the eucharist as our brothers and sisters.  We pray that our 
common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to 
dispel the sad divisions that separate us.  We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with 
Christ’s prayer for us “that we may all be one” (JOHN 17:21). 

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the eucharist is a sign of reality of the oneness of faith, life and 
worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to holy 
communion.  Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according 
to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (CANON 844 §4).  Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to 
respect the discipline of their own churches.  According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law 
does not object to the reception of communion by Christians of these churches (Canon 844 §3). 

FOR THOSE NOT RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
All who are not receiving holy communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity 
with the Lord Jesus and with one another. 

FOR NON-CHRISTIANS 
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot admit them 
to holy communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and the unity of the human family. 
 

Copyright © 1996, United States Catholic Conference.  All rights reserved. 

 
MUSIC  AT  HOLY  COMMUNION  PROCESSION 
Quietly, Peacefully Antonín Dvořák 
 (1841-1904) 

 
 

©2007 by  GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638   
Copyright Permission Granted and reprinted under Onelicense.net A714959 
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MUSIC  AT  HOLY  COMMUNION  (Choir at the 11:00am Choir Mass) 
Sing Me to Heaven Daniel Gawthrop 
 (b. 1949) 

In my heart’s sequestered chambers lie truths stripped of poet’s gloss. 
Words alone are vain and vacant and my heart is mute. 

In response to aching silence memory summons half-heard voices,  
and my soul finds primal eloquence and wraps me in song. 

If you would comfort me, sing me a lullaby. If you would win my heart, sing me a love song. 
If you would mourn me and bring me to God, sing me a requiem sing me to heaven.  

Touch in me all love and passion, pain and pleasure, grief and comfort;  
Sing me a lullaby, a love song, a requiem. Love me, comfort me, bring me to God: 

Sing me a love song, Sing me to heaven. 
 

Locus este Anton Bruckner 
 (1824-1896) 
 
 Locus iste a Deo factus est, This place was made by God 
 inaestimabile sacramentum, a priceless mystery; 
 irreprehensibilis est. it is without reproof. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION  MEDITATION   
He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word  Moses Hogan 
     Timothy Augustin, tenor & Robert Bright, piano  (1957-2003) 
 
       Wasn’t it a pity and a shame? And He never said a mumbalin’ word. 
 They pierced Him in the side, and he never said a mumbalin’ word. 
 His blood came trickling down, and He never said a mumbalin’ word. 
 He bowed His head and died, and He never said a mumbalin’ word. 

Not a word, not a word, not a word. 
 

PRAYER  AFTER  COMMUNION  

 
CONCLUDING  RITES 

 
SOLEMN  BLESSING  AND  DISMISSAL 
 
The palms blessed at today’s Mass should be placed with respect in your home behind a crucifix or in 
another appropriate place. Please bring your palms back to church prior to next year’s Ash Wednesday, 
as the palm branches will be burned to make the ashes. 
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RECESSIONAL  HYMN 
To Jesus Christ Our Sovereign King  

 
     Martin B. Hellrigel (1890-1981) Mainzer Gesangbuch, 1870 
     Text ©1978 Irene C. Mueller (1910-2010) Harm. by Godfrey Ridout (1864-1918) 
     Music: Ich Glaub An Gott 87.87 with Refrain 
 

POSTLUDE Fugue in D Major by Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (1685-1750) 
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HOLY  WEEK  SCHEDULE 
 
 

Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Vigil Mass on Saturday at 5:00pm 

Sunday Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am (Cantor), 11:00am (Choir) 
 
  

Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm (Choir) 

No 12 noon Mass today 
   
 

Good Friday 
Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord at 12 noon 

Stations of the Cross at 3:00pm 
 
 

Holy Saturday 
The Easter Vigil at 7:00pm (Choir) 

No 5:00pm Mass today 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
Solemnity of the Resurrection of the Lord 

Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am (Cantor), 
11:00am (Strings, Brass & Choir) 

 
 

For more information, visit our website at 
stanndc.org 
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